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As a school we have spent a lot of time realigning our vision and
values for Kassia Academy. We are passionate about ensuring that
we provide the very best for our learners and that all learners are
supported both academically and emotionally. It is our vision that
all of our learners leave Kassia Academy with the qualifications
and skills they need in order to be successful. We are committed to
finding new and exciting ways to engage our school community.

As our new school Moto states - We do things differently HERE !

Welcome to the first issue of our Kassia Academy newsletter.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my first term as Headteacher and am
extremely proud of the many changes we have managed to achieve
this term. As well as a new name, website and uniform for learners, a
full redecoration of site has taken place and all classrooms and open
areas have had a full refurbishment ready for learners return from the
Easter Break. Alongside this a new catering room with bistro area
has been created and new whole school ICT systems have been
installed across the school. Every learner will have their own device
to use in school.

This term has undoubtedly been very difficult for everyone and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our parents and
carers who have been fabulous in supporting our learners with their
learning through the lockdown period. I would also like to
congratulate our learners on their maturity and flexibility in continuing
to access their education throughout this time; I am continually in
awe of our learners resilience

Spring Term Update:
Assistant Headteacher 
Andrew Hawley

The Spring term has been an extremely 
busy time with regards to Teaching and 
Learning at Kassia Academy. We continue 
to focus on staff training in creative 
approaches to ensure that we are engaging our learners through
high quality teaching. 

In addition to this we have carefully redesigned our curriculum to
ensure we can best deliver learning that not only gives our
learners the academic skills for life, but enhances their personal
development and wellbeing. 

We have spent time thinking about the individual needs of all our
learners and developed the beginning of a bespoke package of
alternative education in our afternoon sessions. All learners will
now have the opportunity to take part in; Outdoor Education,
Duke of Edinburgh, Sports Leadership, Cooking and Life Skills,
Media, Oarsome Project, Gardening and The Salford Sailing
Project. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the learners for
their high standards and resilience as we undertook this
significant change to their learning and I look forward to hearing
their feedback over the coming months.

We have had a busy term focusing on 
the safety of our young people, not only 
looking at developing our staff skills inline
with the governments Keeping Children 
Safe In Education 2020 document (KCSIE) but practising and
intensifying our vigilance around specific areas of safeguarding such
as CSE and mental health. 

We have a number of mental health first aiders on our staff team at
Kassia Academy and planning to ensure this training is delivered to
all of our staff in the Summer term to ensure all staff are confident
in supporting our learners mental health needs at all times. Our
children are precious.

During the Spring term we have worked to develop our pupil’s skill
level in keeping themselves and those around them safe; they have
experienced a half term scheme of work around safeguarding
themselves including healthy relationships, anti-bullying and county
lines. 

Learner feedback demonstrates that learners feel more confident in
keeping themselves safe and know where to go and who to speak to
if they are worried or concerned.

Spring Term Update:
Assistant Headteacher 
Susan Martin



In KS4 our learners have 
begun working with our 
Careers Officer Joanne 
Cunliffe and have been 
focussing on identifying 
the right pathway from 
Kassia Academy towards their bright futures. 

Learners have been looking at and applying for
courses and apprenticeship opportunities. To
support our learners with this our English
department are focussing on non-fiction writing
such as letters and C.V ‘s to build on these
important life skills.

We have enjoyed a range of
SMSC activities including
experiencing other cultures at
Chinese New year and of course
enjoying the food from this part
of the world, fair trade fortnight
and world book day with some
crazy outfits from some well-
loved books. 

Our Red nose day fun saw us
wear red socks and noses,
participate in a whole school
virtual quiz and bake and sell
cakes to raise 
money for 
charity 

The focus this term has been on improving our Speech and Language skills. All our support staff have 
completed training on Social communication intervention programmes and we have worked closely with 
external agencies to ensure that intervention plans are in place. All pupils have been working on their 
skills throughout lessons but also during planned intervention sessions, nurture time and recreation time.

Access arrangements have taken place for our all year 11 learners following their recent assessments in preparation for the
Exam season.

I am very proud of our EHCP pupils who are on target for making expected progress or better. Well done!

Our links with the police 
have continued to 
develop with PC Melissa 
Marsh-Croft; Warrington's 
Youth Engagement Officer

Melissa has worked closely 
with our learners and 
Learning Mentors to 
develop positive 
relationships between our learners and the police. 

Melissa has been into school to talk with our
learners and arranged a trip to Warrington Wolves
Stadium to spray paint a wall in the ground with the
them “Hope”. 

This will be developed next term with a piece of
work at school and activities in PSHE lessons.

Personal Development

Spring Term SEND update; 
SENDCo -  Jo Taylor 

Oarsome Project
As part of our new Personal Development
curriculum our learners have been given the
opportunity to take part in the Oarsome
project hosted by Warrington Youth 
Rowing Club. This is a fantastic 
opportunity and our learners are really
enjoying the experience.

Careers at Kassia

To further support our learners
following lockdown we have
purchased the Literacy intervention
package Lexia. Learners started this
intervention programme earlier this
term with the aim to build their
functional skills and assist them in
catching up on any of the curriculum
they may have missed.

In addition to this we have also
purchased Mathswatch; a numeracy
intervention programme which aims
to improve Numeracy skills. During
the Summer term there will be lots of
activities to ensure our pupils have
functional skills in Number and that
we are supporting them in
addressing any gaps in their
knowledge.

Covid Catch Up

Safer Schools Partnership 

We do things differently here...

Working with Cheshire Constabulary

Literacy and Numeracy 
Interventions

Spiritual, Moral, Social 
and Cultural learning



19th April - Virtual
Structured
Conversations
1st May - Henry the
Therapoos 3rd birthday
4th July - Warrington
Walking Day- School
Closed 
28th May- Half term- 1
week.
18th June - Year 11
leaving date
23rd July - School
Closes for Summer 
12th August- GCSE
Results Day 

Dates for the Diary:

The attendance of our learners is essential to allow them
to flourish and reach their full potential. We understand
that the impact of Covid 19 and the subsequent lockdowns
may have impacted your child's attitude and feelings
towards school, we recognise that many of our learners
are anxious about returning and attending regularly and
we're here to help.

Our pastoral team have been working closely with our
learners to ensure they understand the value of
attendance and the support available to them in school.
Our Attendance Learning Mentor has been busy visiting
parents and supporting with routines to help our young
people return to school and access their education. 

We are delighted to have our learners back in school and
are looking forward to seeing our learners attend everyday
in the Summer term. If you'd like any further support with
your child's attendance please get in touch with our
Learning Mentor Kirsty Cooper at school.

Attendance Matters

Learner
Voice

100% of learners said they
enjoy school!
100% of learners said they
feel safe in school
100% of learners know who
to talk to if they have a
concern.
100% of learners feel they
get the help they need!

During the Spring Term we
asked our learners for
some feedback about
school. Here's what they
told us;

Did you know???

In other News...

Did you know that if your child's attendance is at 85%
that means they have missed 30 days of learning...
that's the equivalent to a whole month!

We want to hear from you...
Our stakeholders views matter to us! From time to time we will contact you to ask for feedback about our
school. Your opinions are very valuable and will have an impact on the decisions we make as a leadership

team. Please take part in the surveys we send out to ensure you have your say.

Welcome to our new parent governor!
We are delighted to welcome Sandy Geraghty to our governing body as our
parent governor. Sandy is the parent of one of our year 10 learners and we
are delighted to welcome her. I look forward to working with Sandy and
hearing a parents perspective about having a child that attends Alternative
Provision.

Longbarn Residents 
Association

During the Spring Term our Headteacher
Lindsay met with David Pearson the chair of
the Longbarn residents association to bring
him up to speed about the changes to the
school. We are looking forward to working
closely with the residents of Longbarn in
many future community projects and very
much hope to be involved in the Longbarn
Residents events.



On Sunday 28th March, The Kassia Academy and
Support Services opened between 10am and 2pm to
work in collaboration with Rylands Sharks ARLFC to
support the local community. 

Players and coaching staff from the Sharks took part
in a community food drive in order to support the
local Poulton-with-Fearnhead Parish Council
foodbank, based at The Station House Pub and
Dining. 

We were overwhelmed by the response which led to
our learners and staff taking 3 full mini-bus loads of
donations to the foodbank on Monday morning!

This is the second foodbank drive we have held, with
our learners raising funds through car washing and
walking challenges. 

Over the coming months we will continue to run
further community-based projects to support our
local community. 

If you would like any information on these projects or
would like to help and support us with these projects
please do not hesitate to get in touch.

PASTORAL CARE AT KASSIA
Mental Health and Wellbeing

Our counsellor Alaina has started her
placement with us and is seeing a
number of pupils to support them with
their feelings and personal
development. 

Alaina employs a number of strategies
to help our young people feel
comfortable such as play and art
therapy.

Learners are enjoying sessions with
Alaina and she will increase the
number of learners she sees
throughout the summer term.

How could we not mention Henry ,
our Therapoo who works through the
good times and the bad with our
children. 

Henry was delighted to return to
school following the lockdown period
and has enjoyed  supporting learners
who might be feeling a little more
anxious than normal in lessons and
taking part in 1:1 therapeutic
sessions. 

Next term Henry em-'barks' on his
new role as a reading dog! 

Keep up with Henry's adventures on
Instagram @Henrythetherapoo

We are so excited for the launch of our new school uniform after Easter.
Branded jumpers and optional polo tshirts have been designed with the new
Kassia logo and we couldn't be prouder!
All current learners will be given a Kassia branded sweatshirt. We can't wait to
see all our learners looking super smart!

Further garments are available to order directly from Touchline
https://www.touchline-embroidery.net/

Working with the Community....
Rylands Sharks ARLFC
Food Bank

We finished the Spring term with a
British Values experience of afternoon
tea complete with tea, cake and scones.

Our New Website launched earlier this year
and we're delighted with it! Head over to
www.tkas.org.uk to take a look!

New Website Our New Uniform!

Anyone for tea??

Henry the Therapoo

School Counsellor


